JOHN   COLET
prudentius and proba and sedulius and Juvencus and
Baptista Mantuanus and suche other as shalbe tought
[? thought] convenyent and moste to purpose unto the
true laten spech, all barbary all corruption all laten
adulterate which ignorant blynde folis [fools] brought
into this worlde and with the same hath distayned and
poysenyd the olde laten spech and the varay Romayne
tong which in the tyme of Tully and Salust and Virgill
and Terence was usid . . . that fylthynesse and all
such abusyon which the later blynde worlde brought in
which more ratheyr may be callid blotterature thenne
litterature I utterly abbanysh and Exclude oute of this
scole and charge the Maisters that they teache all way
that is the best and instruct the chyldren in greke and
laten in Redyng unto them suych auctours that hathe
with wisdome joyned the pure chaste eloquence."
It is evident that he did not consider it wise that boys of
school age should read the heathen " classical " authors, for
those whom he prescribes are all Christian poets, ranging
in date from the fourth century to contemporary Italy; and
there was as yet little prospect that Greek authors might
become available for young students. In fact, it was doubt-
ful if a master could be found capable of teaching Greek,
and Colet was fortunate in being able to appoint, as his first
High Master, William Lily, who had learnt Greek in Rhodes
and afterwards at Rome. Lily was one of his own Oxford
circle, a Magdalen man, a pupil of Grocyn, and a close friend
of More, and no better choice could have been made.
Though he died in 1522, he sent out from the school a
number of men destined to rise to eminence in the later
years of Henry VIII, no less than three of whom were
included among the executors of the King's Will.
Colet himself drew up an " Accidence," or elementary
Latin Grammar, for the use of the boys, which was aug-
mented by Lily and continued in use for over three centuries,
being authorised by a Royal proclamation in 1540 as the
only Latin Grammar to be used in schools; and Erasmus
was persuaded to prepare other textbooks, including his
Institution Christiani hominis and a Latin phrase-book.
The Statutes laid down the method of appointing the
High Master, Surmaster (Second Master), and Chaplain;
and the Mercers9 Company, as governors, are empowered
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